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prayer — was so astonished when he saw them kneel
and make the sign of the Cross, that he himself knelt
and made the sign of the Cross with them. Let us
enter into further particulars.

We had often desired that those [211] who have
any special. authority among the savages and whose
age or valor gives them some importance, should em-
brace the Faith, and boldly profess it, in order better
to lead thereto the young people, who generally fol-
low the opinions of those who command them. Our
Lord has granted our desires everywhere, and now
enables us to see with pleasure Barbarian Captains,
whose authority has hitherto been only in favor of
vice and cruelty, become Apostles and Preachers,
most zealous for the glory of God, whom they are
only beginning to know. Here is an example:

Father Buteux preached a sermon to the savages,
to teach them what God required of them; and he
laid particular stress upon the fact that God desires
that the Captains, who hold his place, should have
his honor in high esteem and prevent the evil that
affronts him. A Captain arose and said: ¢ Wait,
Father Buteux, do not go out; I wish to speak; and
you, young men, listen to me. This is the resolu-
tion that [212] I took at my baptism, and that I now
renew: ‘I intend, as long as I live, to love him who
has made all; I intend to abstain from everything
that he forbids, and I desire that all who acknowl-
edge me as Captain should abstain from such things.’
Listen, thyself, Father Buteux, to what our young
men say, and observe what they do. If any of them
should dishonor prayer by any evil word or action,
order thyself his chastisement, and I will make the
guilty one suffer it. They will accept it willingly,



